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Artique’s redesign 
A long time ago, an artist said to 
me, “Follow the artists. They 
always know the best places to be.” 

I live in the small town of Powell 
River on the upper Sunshine Coast 
of western British Columbia. The 
community looks out onto the 
Salish Sea, and with islands littered 
around, it is an idyllic place to 
inspire creative arts. 

 
The artist, Ursula Medley, was right. There are over 200 artists in 
town, some of whom would never admit to being an “artist”, some of 
whom have generated international attention and some of whom are 
like me—modestly working away and part of a gallery collective 
called Artique Artists Cooperative. 

Artique moved into its new space mid-March and I think each one of 
the 30+ artists is happy with the change. Change was sprung upon us 
by the previous building owner, and it turned into a good-news 
scenario. We got more room, more light and more artists wishing to 
join. 

I have a five-foot wide, floor-to-ceiling space to display my work. 
And twice a month I look after the store. 

I chose to start this newsletter with information on Artique because 

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 1 VIRIDIAN EARTH ART !1

Follow Me 
JANET SOUTHCOTT 

Instagram: 
                @viridianearth  
Facebook: viridianearth 
viridianearth@gmail.com

TWO-HOUR 
CREATIONS 

PAINTING WITH LYLA

STEP-BY-STEP 
THE DIPPER

TOP PICKS 
YOUTUBE VIDEOS FOR 

ARTISTS

FOLLOW THE ARTIST

Artique Artists Cooperative, Alberni Street, Powell River

Newsletter

http://janetandjanet.wordpress.com/gallery
mailto:viridianearth@gmail.com
mailto:viridianearth@gmail.com


APRIL 2018 JANETANDJANET.WORDPRESS.COM/GALLERY

it allows you to see the community of artists to which I belong. We 
encourage each other and help sell everyone’s art, whether 
paintings, sculptures, pottery, jewellery, photography or home-
made soaps and scents. 

To encourage more supporters to venture into the gallery, we will 
hold a “grand opening” on Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5. 
Look for more information on www.facebook.com/viridianearth 
or “Artique, Powell River’s Collective Art Gallery”. 

Two-hour creations 
How lucky am I that I live 
within a supportive artist 
community? Very. It allows 
me to set time each month 
for a two-hour painting 
blitz with artist Lyla Smith. 

Each month she arrives 
bearing some unusual 
object to paint. A couple of 
months ago, she brought a 
teddy bear. Astonished, I 

asked, How do you paint fur? Well, it is certainly not hair by hair, 
curl by curl. Taking a deep breath, I waded in with the good old 
lights and darks and hoped for the best. 

Top picks! 
This month, I realized that I spend about 25 hours a week on art. 
By “on art” I mean painting, looking at other people’s paintings, 
watching educational videos and reading up on artists. I don’t look 
at painting as a job, instead, I am pursuing my passion. However, 
it helps me to justify all those hours, many of which are away from 
the canvas, as research and development. 

Early on my artist’s journey, I came across 
arttutor.com. I could instantly relate as the 
instructors are English and scenery is largely 
from the British Isles. Regardless of a connection 
to the Motherland, I definitely recommend 
watching many of Art Tutor’s YouTube videos 

and subscribing to a few courses, to obtain expert instruction 
delivered straight into your studio.
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Step-by-Step 
The Dipper

Starting with a rich mix of 
orange and red background,  
I added darkness around the 
light shapes in the water, 
then colour to those light 
shapes then concentrated on 
the American dipper. The 
background water was then 
blurred to give the illusion of 
depth of field. 
Thanks to Andrew Bryant for 
the original photo that 
inspired this project.
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